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Carl Johanson nominated
for White House honor

Submitted By Kate McPherson
Media Relations

Nurtonad Foundution for Advancemoent

What do the White House, ballet
slippers, a saxophone and Carl Jo-
hanson have m common? They all
cannect to youngARTS™ and their
exclusive  relationship  with  the
Commission on Presidential Schol-
ars.

Carl Johansan, who lives in Dres-
den. a youngARTS fnalist, has just
been nanunated as a  Presidential
Schalar in the Arts.

vaungARTS is the corc program of

the Nuatianal Faundation for Ad-
vancement in the Arts (NFAA) and
18 the sole nominaung agency for this

divisian of the U.S. Department of

Cducation  and  the  Presidential
Schalars i the Arts Program. NFAA
has nominated 00 youngARTS final-
ists far cansideration by the Com-
missian  an  Presidential - Scholars.
From the complete list of nominees,
appraximately 20 of these students
will go on to receive this incredible
recagnition: they will be honored at
the White House as well as show
their artwork at the Smithsonian In-
stitution and perform at the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts in June of 2009.

Christing DePaul, the President
and CEQ af youngARTS says, “*We
are sa proud of all our exceptionally
talented students and 1 am thrilled to
witness their success. This is just the
bepinning for these students; they
have proven without a doubt that
they are the best of the best in the
nation.”

President Obama is expected to be
present at the eeremony 1o honor all
the Presidential Scholars, including
the Presidential Scholars in the Arts.
*In these dark, challenging economie
times it 1s great ta see the light from
these students who will be the ones
ta lead us to a hrighter future,” adds
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DePaul.

VaungARTS  celebrates and - re-
wards  exceptional  student  artists
from acrass the US. in cach of nine
artistic ficlds: cinematie arts, danee,

jazz, classical music, phatagraphy.

theater, visual arts. vaice and writing.

Selected fram thausands af appli-
cants across nine disciplines. 140 of
the “best of the best™ won the right to
travel to Miami this year far young-
ARTS Week, an  all-expense-paid
gathering  that included  master
classes, workshops. readings, exhibi-
tions and performances. 1t was not a
vacation for these students; they
were being adjudicated the entire
time and then the 60 naminees were
selected and presented to the Cam-
missian on Presidential Schalars.

Inclusion in  the Presidennal
Scholars Program. naw in its 45th
year, is ance of the highest honors
hestawed  upon  graduating  high
schaal seniars.  Fach  year 141
Scholars, including vp to 20 Scholars
in the Arts, are sclected on the basis
of superiar academic and  artistic
achicvements, leadership  qualities,
strong character and involvement in
community and schoal activities.

This year, over 3,000 students are
cligible for the program’s academic
component, based on outstanding
scores on the SAT or ACT exam. Of
these. 121 will be sclected as Presi-
dential Scholars.
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