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THE NEXT BIG

Literary Wunderkind

Celia Bell is writing her own path to success.

BY JESS BLUMBERG

Celia Bell says it's hard for her to remember a time when she didn't want to be a writer. “Pretty much when
| decided | wasn't going to be a cowgirl anymore, | wanted to write,” says the recent Bryn Mawr School
graduate. So, inspired by Greek myths and C.S. Lewis, Bell wrote several short stories throughout her child
hood. Then, with the encouragement of her high school English teacher, Bill Waters, she started submitting her
work to publications and contests. The result? She was published in The New York Times Maj
portfolio in the 2009 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, was a finalist in the 2009 Young Art
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| can make it.” Where does Bell get her literary inspiration? Well, her ¢ nts do happen to be renownec
Madison Smartt Bell and Elizabeth Spires. But 18-year-old Bell insists, “I ¢ to writing all on my ow
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